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2019 Team of the Year Award-59th medical Wing Staff Agency 

 The 2019 Team of the Year award for the 59th Medical Wing Staff Agencies group 

was awarded to 59 MDW Office of the Chief Scientist, Science and Technology. The 

award is in acknowledgement of ST's reputation as recognized DoD research experts, being 

the first designated pilot site for a regional research hub contributing to the development of 

policies and procedures for the Defense Health Agency J9. Tireless efforts led to the devel-

opment of 76 collaborative agreements which increased capabilities by 90% and earned the 

Wing $26M in resources, providing a "how to" model for DHA J9. ST also orchestrated the 

creation of the AFMS's first ever Educational Partnership Agreement leading the way for 

future STEM outreach in JBSA. When ST received unexpected notification of DoD con-

tracts being in jeopardy, the budget cell built and staffed five GSA contracts in less than 55 

days, a Herculean effort that saved 60 FTEs totaling $8.7M and secured execution of the 

research mission.  

 In 2019 ST managed a total of 494 human and animal protections resulting in 

recognition from AFMRA as a DoD best practice for research audit oversight. In addition, 

recognized as genomics experts, ST staff contributed to the AFMS Digital Biobank regard-

ing security and execution processes broadening capabilities for Wing, Air Force, Joint and 

DHA research. Throughout 2019 ST personnel were recognized as top notch performers 

with national, federal, AETC and group level awards and six individual awards received. 

For these and many more reasons, ST received the 2019 Team of the Year award. Congrat-

ulations to all! 
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The 59MDW Science and Technology Office and the Trauma and Clinical Care Research 

(TCCR) Directorate are pleased to announce that TCCR Senior Scientist, Dr. Diana del 

Monaco, was honored as the 2019 59MDW Wing Staff Agency Category III Non-

supervisory civilian of the year. Dr del Monaco joined the TCCR group in 2017 and made 

an immediate impact. Her leadership and expertise has been instrumental in expanding  

human subjects research crucial to executing the Air Force Expeditionary Medicine       

research mission. Her noted accomplishments over the past year include serving as lead 

scientist for the TCCR directorate and assisting in execution of intramural and extramural 

research totaling over $40M. She also was the lead for MHSRS Session “Topics in        

Research Support, Compliance and Ethics”, reviewing over 20 submissions and designating the session agenda. She 

spearheaded a significant increase in collaborative agreements, including an Educational Partnership Agreement with 

University of Texas Health Science Center- San Antonio. Dr del Monaco served as a critical reviewer for 2 new  

charters- the Clinician Scientist Investigator Opportunity Network, and the Research Education Academy. In addi-

tion, a major collateral duty is participation in the human subjects protection program where she served as a HRPP 

steering committee member and also is the Domain III lead for Education and Training. She was tasked to represent 

ST as a member of the City-Wide IRB Guidance Committee.  She currently serves as the principal investigator on 5 

projects and associate investigator on one.  Finally, in addition to her exceptional work performance, Dr del Monaco 

is an active mentor to economically disadvantaged and minority students. She routinely participates in Women in Sci-

ence endeavors and mentors girls for scholarship applications.  Dr del Monaco is a role model for female scientists, a 

team player, and consistently goes over and beyond to ensure and maintain high quality research for the 59MDW. 

Maj(s) Patrick C Ng, MD completed his emergency medicine residency at Brooke Army 

Medical Center and a fellowship in medical toxicology at Rocky Mountain Poison and 

Drug Center in Denver, Colorado.  During his training, he became interested in research, 

particularly in the development of antidotes and countermeasures. Under the mentorship of 

Col Vikhyat S Bebarta, MD, Dr. Ng started to develop his skills and interests as a research-

er. Dr. Ng has authored/co-authored over 40 peer reviewed publications, text book chapters 

and open access educational materials. He has also presented at over 30 poster and plenary 

sessions in both the regional and national conference level. He is the recipient of several 

awards and grants including the Taylor and Francis Best Research Presentation Award, the 

American Academy of Clinical Toxicology (AACT) Junior Investigator Award and The 

Society for Academic Emergency Medicine (SAEM)/Medical Toxicology Foundation (MTF) Award. The purpose of 

the SAEM/MTF grant is to provide support for research proposals that advance the science of medical toxicology in 

emergency medicine. Dr. Ng and Dr. Bebarta plan to continue investigation into the development of antidotes and 

countermeasures with this grant.   

2019 59MDW Wing Staff Category III Non-supervisory Civilian of the Year Award 

Maj Patrick C Ng, MD ~ Multiple Research Awards Winner! 
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Ms. Maria Eagan joined Clinical Investigations & Research Support (CIRS) in December 

2018 as Secretary to the Director, and has done incredible things since Day 1!  For example, 

Maria assisted our Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee Chair in updating animal 

research and training policies, a key project that supported the 59 MDW’s Full Accreditation 

by AAALACi.  Additionally, Maria ensured we maintained consistent referencing in our first 

reaccreditation self-assessment application to the Association for the Accreditation of Human 

Research Protection Programs (AHRPP), which was well received by AAHRPP.  Ever  

versatile, Maria adeptly handled vocal travel orders during a recent budget system shut-down, managed scheduling of 

numerous tours to the facility, adeptly corralled certifiers and supervisors for accurate personnel timekeeping, and as-

sisted the Director in developing metric spreadsheets and charts to track trends in medical skills and operational training 

conducted at CIRS.  Maria also serves as the unit’s Alternate Morale Committee Treasurer and embraces the Wing’s 

resilience goals with an impressively disciplined fitness program.  An Oklahoma State ROTC mom, Maria led a Face-

book fund drive for the “Cowboy Battalion”, raising $1,500 to support their participation in the Bataan Memorial Death 

March even in 2019.  We’re proud that Maria is 59 MDW/ST’s Category 1 Non-Supervisory Civilian of the Year and 

the group level award winner for 59 MDW/Wing Staff Agencies! 

 

 

Mr. Leo Longoria has been a Clinical Laboratory Scientist here at Clinical Investigations 

& Research Support (CIRS) for 10 years, supporting a wide variety of human and animal 

research and Graduate Medical Education protocols.  A skilled laboratorian and the 59 

MDW Wing Staff Agencies’ Category II Non-Supervisory Civilian of the Quarter (2Q), 

Leo handles thousands of samples annually to support to our research animals’ health, vital 

to CIRS’ Full Accreditation thru AAALACi.   An adept scientist, Leo mastered micro-

RNA extraction and other molecular procedures to support a DHA-wide sleep disorder 

study and a hearing loss reduction study, both with potential resilience-enhancing out-

comes.  Leo is also a meticulous protocol manager, stepping in to fill a manning gap by managing lab support for a 

$250,000 project, and coordinating sample collection and data compilation for five studies, bolstering combat medical 

research.  An active school PTA member, Leo is an energetic force, both as a past-President of the very active CIRS 

morale committee, and as a volunteer behind a local school carnival, raising $8,000 for after-school programs.  An en-

gaged community participant, he helped organize a church-sponsored Easter egg hunt, and collaborated on a joint 

school district/San Antonio Food Bank food drive, collecting 946 pounds of food items to champion the fight against 

hunger.  Congratulations, Leo, on being 59 MDW/ST’s Category II Non-Supervisory Civilian of the Year and the group 

level award winner for 59 MDW/Wing Staff Agencies! 

 

59 MDW/WSA Annual Award Nominees 
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A Surgeon’s Call to Service Scholarship for EAST 2020 

Maj Remealle How, a talented and dedicated 

USAF Staff Trauma Critical Care Surgeon, 

was the recipient of the John M. Templeton 

Call to Service Scholarship at Eastern Associ-

ation for the Surgery of Trauma (EAST). The 

scholarship, awarded at this January 2020 

Conference, was highly competitive and noted 

her as one of the top 3 trauma surgeon appli-

cants. This award exemplifies Maj How’s un-

tiring support to the Air Force’s mission and 

the combat casualty care system to care for 

critically-ill surgical patients. Maj How’s   

contribution to treating the injured warfighter and to the advancing the treatment to the injured  warfighter is   remark-

able. While attending the EAST Annual Scientific assembly, Maj How exchanged valuable ideas and surgical tech-

nique refinement with other surgeons to further enhance her medical education and knowledge. 

https://www.east.org/education/annual-scientific-assembly/awards-scholarships/john-m-templeton-jr-md-military-call-to-service-
scholarship 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Jesse was born and raised in San Antonio, TX. He graduated from the University of Texas 

in San Antonio with a Bachelor of Science in Biology that includes a concentration in    

microbiology. He was introduced to Translational Research his last year of college, which 

spiked his interest. Some of his experience includes conducting research studies working on 

Vibrio Cholera and Francisella Tularemia. He also helped graduate level students on work 

on their thesis. Some of the topics involved DNA splicing, plasmids, and other techniques. 

Jesse stated that these experiences helped open an unknown world of medicine research that 

helped steer him in the direction of his current assignment here at Science and Technology. 

Jesse brings a wealth of knowledge and experience to our team. His has 6 years’ experience in human clinical         

research. His trajectory includes a position at Worldwide Clinical trials as a research technician in the Pharmacokinet-

ics Lab, from there he received a promotion to processing lead in which he helped manage the lab. After working at 

the lab, he performed tasks for quality control and data management. In 2018 Jesse left Worldwide Clinical Trials to 

work for the START Cancer center as a clinical research assistant and helped conduct quality control and data entry. 

His work also involved working with pharma PI’s on new cancer treatments for  stage IV patients. For entertainment 

Jesse enjoys sports, he is an avid Spurs and Dallas Cowboys fan. But his best experience is being the father of two 

beautiful girls ages two and four. 

Dr. Remealle How, Staff Trauma Critical Care Surgeon- John M. Tem-
pleton Call to Service Scholarship for the Eastern Association for the 

Surgery of Trauma (EAST) (Jan 2020) 

ST Welcomes Jesse Coppage 

https://www.east.org/education/annual-scientific-assembly/awards-scholarships/john-m-templeton-jr-md-military-call-to-service-scholarship
https://www.east.org/education/annual-scientific-assembly/awards-scholarships/john-m-templeton-jr-md-military-call-to-service-scholarship
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Science and Technology Contact Information 

 

 

Our Vision  
Grow Medical Leaders, Drive Innovations in Patient Centered Care and Readiness 

 
Our Mission  

Conduct clinical studies and translational research and apply knowledge gained  
 to enhance performance, protect the force, and advance medical care and capabilities 

 
Points of Contact  

 
Chief Scientist’s Office 

Science and Technology 
59th Medical Wing 

1632 Nellis Street, Bldg. 5406,  

JBSA-Lackland TX 78236   
Admin Support (292-2097) 

Senior Program Analyst (292-3466) 

Senior Scientist (292-3513) 

Clinical Investigations/CIRS (292-7068) 

Area Code: 210; DSN: 554 

 

ST email:  usaf.jbsa.59-mdw.mbx.59-mdw-st@mail.mil  
 

Kx site:  https://kx.afms.mil/kj/kx8/59MDWScienceAndTechnology/Pages/home.aspx  

Public site:  http://www.59mdw.af.mil/Units/ChiefScientist-ST.aspx  

http://www.59mdw.af.mil/News/ArticleDisplay/tabid/2553/Article/936338/science-technology-

revolutionizing-tomorrows-military-medicine-today.aspx 

Disclaimer:  Individual views expressed within this newsletter are those of the authors and do not necessarily  reflect the official views of the Department of Defense or  its 

Components.  the official policy or position of the Air Force, the Department of Defense or the U.S. Government. 
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